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As we look forward to the eighties and our new strategies, it will be 
wiqp to evaluate the successes and failures of the seventies. We must re- 
member how, that at the beginning it was said that the seventies would he 
the vears of the Chicanos. Very pretty phrases were coined and many of the 
vouna militant Chicano leaders, whom had just finished college, were the 
new leaders of the movement who began to shape the new Chicana Onda. 

This new Onda, with its new ideas and new found education, slowly but 
surelv entered the "Free Enterprise" system, and it is very sad to admit 
and to accept that they adopted the American Tradition of "that if you 
can't beat them — join them." 

Today we are once again at that point in time of making another new 
effort on behalf of the Chicanos and the challenge before us is the decade 
of the eighties, and what our goals will be. The importance of these goals 
will be made by each of us as individualists, and we will have to deal with 
our own egos just like they did in the seventies. We make this affirmation 
because the past decade records the personal, individual, and egotistical 
efforts of some of those leaders that conformed by serving the system - 
those that were lucky served the administration and then told of how it was 
to be a "Taco Twister" and then resigned. Others said t; ey tried to change 
the system from within, but have been convinced that it would be easier to 
change a whorehouse into a convent, than it would be to change the cruel 
exploitation that each day gets worse, especially for all of us, who re- 
mained in the bottom of the social barrel due to our lack &1 ion. 

For the 1980's, more Chicano leaders will follow their brilliant paths 
but some will lose in the end, just like the falling stars lose their 
brightness when it makes contact with the earth's atmosphere. Some wil 
no longer be 1n contact with the sad reality of the severe poverty of the 
farmworkers, but this shouldn't be motive for us to quit and then start 
crying like children, just because we a> id to fight like men. 

The Texas Farm Workers' Union will continue to struggle, because we 
think that it is better to die on our feet than to live on our knees. We 
are strateglzing not how we are going to come across with pretty phrases 
for the Chicanos in the 80's, instead we have plans not only for the 80's 
but our goals are long range and dedicated to a struggle which will not be 
lost in the midst of egoism and false patriotism that as individuals we use 
as excuses for our own economical benefit. When we affirm that our goal is 
far away in the future, it is because we are struggling for collective bar- 
gaining rights for farmworkers --"that sacred right to put a price on the 
sweat of our brow" -- and we also struggle against the Taft-Hartley Act, 
particularly section 14(b) of that act, which creates that misnamed law 
known as the "right-to-work" law. These two goals are our struggle and for 
these we certainly will struggle until the end of our lives. We are con- 
vinced that our goals are still far away, but we struggle without fear be- 
cause as Antonio Plaza said, "homebre que el luchar no te asombre, porque 
nacio para luchar el hombre, como para volar el ave." 

Our goals are clearly marked out for us, the struggle for collective 
bargaining rights for farmworkers is one that for the past three years we 
have worked for continuously. We have made two marches in our state to 
dramatize the needs of our people and on both occasions we have continued to 
build more support for the passage of such legislation. The introduction 
of a Texas Agriculture Labor Relations Act was initiated by State Represen- 
tatives Gonzalo Barrientos, Matt Garcia and Paul Moreno in 1977, this was 
the virst time in Texas history that such legislation was ever introduced. 

The legislation we proposed would establish an Agriculture Labor Rela- 
tions Board in order that the farmworkers through a democratic process could 
organize 1nt <> the union of their choice. The law would provide a method by 
which farmworkers could petition the Board for a secret ballot election, 
which would be conducted within seven day after filing. If more than 50% 
of the workers selected a union as its bargaining agent, then by law the 
company would be required to sit down and negotiate in good faith. A pen- 
alty would be imposed on both parties if the law 1s Ignored, therefore both 
parties would be protected equally. 
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tory will be ours. But. the victory will not belong to just the tarmwufN. 
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Our second P goa is the defeat of the Taft-Hartley Act, which n 1947 
the legislators in response to the great number of n*™*^^^ 
unions! parsed this taw in order to supposedly equalize the power between 
labor and management. In fact what they did was set up the ££**£** f 
which management would destroy the attempt of workers to organize in ™£ 
country. The act stripped the workers of all solidarity, ****** LVZ«m 
for recognition, set upanti -boycott laws and proVTaed the company with « 
process by which to appeal and stall decisions concerning the workers r 
and therefore slowly destroying any group of workers' right to e TTecx.iv j 
organize. The most recent example of workers being defeated because or 
Act is of the Newport News Shipbuilders Strike in Richmond, Virginia, w 
thousands of striking workers were forced back to work with "° ^"^kers 
no union. The Ceors Beer Strike of Denver, Colorado, which forcea war* 
to call a boycott because the company refused to negotiate, the " ara i-nu . 
Tourneau Strike in Brownsville, Texas, where 600 union workers stooa oy 
watched the company destroy their union, even while they were on "riN • 
Another thin? the Taft-Hartley Act did was to al1ow .^ ate * < . p „e re 
right-to-work laws olus other laws governing labor activities wnicn « ^_ 
ur.ed against workers in their attempts to organize. This law lu ® ra . ' 
stroys tne right of free speech and assembly, mass picketing, secon u ^r ^ 
boycotts and requires registration of union organizers. These ,a ™» . malTy 
Effectively used in right-to work states that unionization movemeiw* 
of trtese stated Have virtual Vy been Stored "in its tracks. 
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Because of this, we ™st start collective bargaining y 
in the different states of this nation We shouldn t D6 »uj >a we ^^ 
watching the ups and downs of California or to say to wrilMVW 
need to do something about the suffer ng of our local f^mworKer 
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We ask you to examine that concept In the same way ptop That 
Jesus Christ will be the only one to end all *Je Injustice s eacjerne ss 
is why individuals follow the example of the PjlMthOOd tn tneir g 
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for him. Therefore, we are trying to establish the local bases 
when 1t will be easier to finish the organization Of all WJ ^ ft na _ 

Iiecause of this, we invite you to be with us and neip u» Natlon- 
tional committee, so that in Washington, D.C we wi be •>•> - t rf1 t 
al eollMtlve Bargaining R10ht| and In your state you can open m ^ 
another new front aga1n»t the Farm Bureau and "this way y Cesar 
two jobs. One. to stop the strong attack on CalUorn la and especi ^ p|(gM 
Chavez. And two, you can be organizing in your stal c .o tnat and 
1n your state will understand that the passage of . > Jt I r •_ f|)rces 
difficult task and they will also learn and understand the power 
that oppose them. 
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i f M thP 80' s and you can help us by participating 
These are our 9°^s for the 80 s a n y ^ but you can be one of 

and by taking action not only by being ^ „ the farmw orkers. This 
the vanguards and help ""^ffction In the accomplishment of helping the 
way you will ?!l™« s ffi S Jersonal successes of an individual, 
human race and not just theperso n strat egy of the Texas Farm 
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problems together. collective bargaining rights for farm- 

If you want to help us to ODxain ]et us knQW an£) wfe 

^fgladlyTrlher'explaln tW?S Chicano strategy and brotherhood of 

the 80' s. 



For further information, contact: JEXAS^ARMVORKERS- UNION 

San Juan, Texas 78589 
512/787-5984 or 843-83P.1 




Support The 
Texas Farm Worker Union 



M3AGDUL 



Official voice of the Texas Form Workers' Union 




676. SAN JUAN, TX/ 7S589. 



SENT TO: EL CUHAMIL, P.O. BOX 



r TO: EL tUHAMiu, r.v. ««« - j 0\0\ 

one year ,...H«OM 

(Out of the oowitry $7-00) 



